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The Athenian Mercury. . 


— 


Aving lately received a very Civil Let- 
H ter, from an unknown Ingenious Gen- 
cleman, it’s thought fit to Print fome part 
thereof, as well as a Query containd 
therein. 
Gentlemen, 
“TI happen’d to read that Sheet of your -4- 
“ shenian Mercury, in which you refolv’d a 
“Query concerning fome Aétions of Brutes 
“that refembled Reafon. Your Difcourfe 
“ there, was fo very acute and folid, that it 
“invited me to perufe divers others, which 
“ without Flattery gave me that efteem for 
“vou, thatI refolv'd to lend my beft afii- 
“ {tance to render your endeavours benefici- 
31 to the World, which I ought to fuppofe, 
* is the mark youaimat. I look on your wx- 
“ Uertaking, as on one of the moft laudable 
“ Projects our Age has invented, and if pru- 
“ dently managed, the moft conducing to im- 
“ prove Knowledge in the Generality of Man- 
“t bind, according to their feveral Capacities - 
© Whence out of my Zeal, for the Common 
“ 900d, I make bold to offer you my Friend- 
“ly Advice, that you would not beftow one 
“ Minute of your precious Time in an{wering 
““ Impertinent and Pigueifh Queries, nOnot even 
“ thofe that concern the Intereft of any Party 
“ or Fattion. The Promotersof Truth fhoud 
“ move in a higher Sphere, and indeed thou’d 
“write to none but Co/mopolitans: The de- 
€* {-ending from that heighth, declines you in- 
© to a lower Clafs of Writers, it abates the re- 
“‘ ect otherwife due to your Excellent Labours, 
it expofes you, as the World goes, to ridi- 
“cule, it leffens the Credit and Currency of 
“your Papers, by ftirring up the azger of the 
“ Parties you difguft, and muft needs force 
“ vou upon Banter now and then, to humour 
“¢ the Palate of the Times. And whereas Truth 
“is immortal, and thofe writings which have 
“ only Truth for their Motive and Object, do 
“‘ partake a Laftingnefs from her unchangeable 
“ Nature, the meddling with the /vtere/F of 
“ any State or Party will reduce your Works 
© to the 7ranfitory Condition of Gazetts and -Al- 
 manacks, and {howd a Revolution happen, 
“ would render ’em obnoxious, blaft their Cre- 
“¢ dit, and to make ’em become ufe‘e/s. 
“One ching more --I chink it a very ne- 
* ceflary rule to be obferv’d by ali chofe, who 
“ore task't to give Anfwers to many cramp 
“ Queftions, never to puzzle their 2r2ins by 
*¢ feeking out 2 Reafon for any firange preten- 
“ded Effect, till they had perfect (urance 
“ the Matter of Fatt was True: Particularly 
*§ ro fuch, as that of the Fetch-Lighi in Car- 
& narthen{hire, Vol.6. Num.6. My felf have 
“ been divers times impofed upon by Relati- 
“ons of Spirits haunting Houfes, @c. which 
‘1 fear had as great or greater duthority than 


has that axcouth and very unlikely Story, nay 
“ fome of ’em pretended to have above a hun- 
dred Eye Witneffes, which yet upon narrow 
“* Examination prov'd but meer Fopperies. 

“T heartily Congratulate your defign, to 
“ Jay open the Vanity of the Sidy, Witty Athe- 
* ift,. Mr. Hobbs, whofe.bold unprov’d talk 
“has done much mifchief among that pitch 
“*of Men, who are meerly given 0 guaint 
 Conceits, and plaulible Drokery, which un- 
“‘ happy Temper inclines em to put off 
“* their Humane Nature, as far as they are da- 
* ble,by fubjecting their Reafon to their Fan- 
“cy, and ‘tis but fitting, that they who de- 
* fert their Christianity, fhou'd firft renounce 
“che true Nature God has given em, their 
“* Reafon. 

Thus much we have Printed of this Letter, 
to let it be known that there are fome Inge- 
ntous Men, who dont think fo #4 of us as our 
Brethren of Lacedemon, tho’ perhaps the Gen- 
tleman may be almoft as much out of one 
fide as they are o tother. However we muft 
own our felves extreamly oblig’d to him for 
his good Thoughts, and Wifhes, and Advices. 
As to the /a# of thofe, the -/dvice he gives 
to beof no Party, or at leaft to appear of 
none in our Papers — we own ’tis fafe and pru- 
dent, but confefs, we can’t think it honourable, 
Nor but that we were once in the Mind to 
have done fo, for fome of the Reafons he gives 
us, but our Sentiments as to matters of Policy 
were unawares excorted from us by the 
of fome men, who wou’d noc 
be quier, neicher with Letters, nor Abufes, 
till we at length return’d ’em fuch anfwers as 
we thoughe chey deferv’d. 

However, Tatha eft alea-— We are now 
in, and we inutt through as well as our bersers, 
or elfe juftly fad unpitied, and fink for ever. E- 
very one now knows what farty we have en- 
gaged in, ‘tis {o nororious that fome of che con- 
trary fide have thought ic worth the while 
publickly to oppofe us, and ‘tis the fame thac 
all that’s brave in Europe now draw their 
Swords for; and at the Head of ’em all the 
braveft Prince in the World. Nay, ific be 
a weakne/s, we mult acknowledge it, that had 
we our Libertyand Choice to. begin again, we 
fhou’d frankly efpoufe the fame Caufe, tho’ 
perhaps with lefs Reflections on the contrary, 
which we confefs are neither Neceffary, nor 
Prudent infuch a way of Writing, for the Rea- 
fons the Gentleman gives, and which for the 
future,we fhall, unlefs extreamly provoked, en- 
deavour to avoid ~ upon all other Parties as 
well as that Fadtion in State, which we inge- - 
nuoufly confefs, we can never love : But this 
not out of any mean Politics, with vain hopes 
that our little Cock boat fhou’d fcape if the 
Royal-Soveraign peri{h d, (better we and ad our 
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Querifts Pth’ bottom of the Sea) for we nei- 
ther wifh, hope nor defire, to outlive the Li- 
berties of Exrope, and are much of the ingenu- 
ous Dr. Browns mind, that “he mutt ex- 
“ treamly value Life, who wou'd outlive the 
© Ryines of the World — this we fay is not the 
Reafon, and to preclude any fuch expectation, 
( tho’ God forbid there fhou’d be any occafion 
for’t ) have thus plainly declar'd our Fudgments, 
and not to flatter fuch Princes as need it not, 
for we cou’d expect no Benefit by it, fome few 
of our Names being only gue/s’t at, which we 
never intend publickly toowm. But the true 
Caufe, why we thall forbear anfwering fuch 
Piguei{h Queries ( only begging pardon for 
one fingle, very witty very waggifhone, which 
we are afraid will croud in, in our next Love- 
Paper, ) is becaufe, we wou'd write more like 
Philofophers, and offend as few as poflible; 
and therefore, if hereafter we find a neceflicy 
of anfwering any thing of controverfie be- 
cween particular Seéts or F aétions,we {hall only 

roduce the Arguments on both fides, and 
eave ’em fairly to fhift for themfelves. 

For the Gentlemans further advice, not to 

be too credulous, we acknowledge it’s very 
neceffary to thofe who have undertaken fo dif- 
ficult a Province — But we have in very many 
Inftances already obferv’d it, continuing in 
pure /ufpence til] the Fact is more clearly at- 
tefted, particularly that of the Fetch- Lights he 
mentions — but onthe other fide — we mutt 
think eternal Sceptici{m, or acontinu'd and re- 
folute Doubting after fufhcient Evidence, is e- 
ven a greater Enemy to Philofophy and true 
Knowledge, than Credulity it {elf ; The latter of 
which may croud in fome Fal(hoods, but the 
former will ne’re fuffer us to acknowledge any 
Truth, Now we think we have reafonable, 
creditable Evidence for a thing tho ne’re fo 
ftrange, where Fact is attefted, e{pecially if e- 
ven upon Oath, by many credible Witneffes, as 
in the Story of the enchanted Ship, fometime 
fince publifh’d to the World. However we 
own the Advice is kind, and perhaps not alto- 
gether zeedle/s, and fhall endeavour for the 
future to obferve it. 

For the laft Branch concerning Mr. Hobos 
we are ftill of the fame mind we ever were, 
that he has done Philofophy almoft as much 
mifchief as Religion; It’s true he’s Dead, but 
his works yet /peak, tho’ not atall to his Prai/e, 
and ‘tis a juft Curfe, “ That the Name of the 
“ Wicked {hall ror; and we may here as lawfully 
call and prove him a. Fool, as he does, ( the 
firf# we mean, for the /aft he xever can ) by 
fo many thoufands of Holy Martyrs — and 
there are but too many of his Gang {till living, 
with whom we declare, we'll neither give 
nor take Quarter; and hope as little Wie and 
Reafon as we have we thall at leaft make 
fhift to be hard enough for the 4rheif#, who 
has been.a Fool upon Record for above thefe 
three thoufand Years. 

Now for the Gentlemans Query — What 
is the Caufe of that common Motion im Nature, 
call’d Gravitation, or the Defcending of thofe 
Bodies we call heavy ? 

Anf. The Querift himfelf juftly rejects the 
Caufe that was affign’'d by the old Philofo- 


phers --- “‘Becaufe they have an inwate Quaii- 
* +y call’d weight, which determines their Wa- 
* ture downwards 5 for thar, as he obférves, i$ 
only Jdem per Idem, or it dots {0 becaule it 
does fo. He as juttly rejects che fecond Rea- 
fon alledg’d for ict, by the fol!owers of the 
Garden, namely, “that al] Atoms move down. 
wards in an Infinite fpace, whereas in fach a 
fpace, there’s no higher or lower, becaute "tis 
Infinite, having no Terms to move towards Or 
fromwards. Further. if he takes dewawards co 
fignifie the Line from our Heed to our Feet 

he adds, ‘ewill be ask’c why they move coat 
way rather than the other, ince their Nurare, 
and Figure are indifferent, & ex indifferenti nt- 
hil fequitnr, ( we may add that, turn bur the 
Man with his Head i a contrary. o/fwre, and 
at thac rate downwards woud ve upweras and 
upwards, downwards, heavy wou'd be Ligbr, 
and Light heavy. which confounds all again. J 
Nor, he goes on, are there any different De- 
grees Of Kefitance in the Medium to incline 
thofe Atoms, coud they at all move themfelves 
to take ove vay rather char: the other. 

He next produces the opinion of Mr.White, 
Sir Kenelm Digbys Vutor, with Sir Kenelm’s 
Improvements, and his own Thoughts upon 
em. Mr. Whires tdypothelts was -— ¢ Thae 
“a the firft natural Caufe ot all AZorion is the 

Heat or Fire of tiie Suv, and goes 2bout to 
demonftrate, thac this matt ic felf frit have 
been put into motion by an /xcorporeal avont. 
Sir Kenelm hence fubfunime ind improving 
the notion makes the $#7-beams reSecting up- 
wards to refift thofe particles thar are more 
Rare, which mutt neceffarily cauie ti fe char 
are more denfe to Defcend whole fal! derer- 
mines the motion of all chofe others on which 
their Impulfe Lights downwards. Again‘? this 
the Queriit himfelf Objects —~ That if this 
held, then on the tops of higheft Aids, whi- 
ther this Refieftion either reaches not, or 2 
leaft is not tu ffrong, there wou'd either be 
no Gravitation, or not {o great as is in the Air 
near the furface of the Earth below, which 
none ere obferved — But.in this we doubr 
the Gentleman is miftaken, for unlels we are 
fo, the Gravitation is not fo great on bish 
Hills, as nearer the Center, as appears by the 
Barometer. Headds, he has walkt under Mar- 
ble Quarries, entring in at the bottom of a 
high-Hill, yet cowd not dilcern there was 
lefs Gravitation there than Pthy open Air, nor 
that his Legs did bear his Body with more 
eafe. than when he walk’t on the 7ops of the 
higheft M@ountains, and it feem- + credible, 
that che denfer Atoms fhou'd tail upon rhofe 
Bodies, which are. under that Mountainous 
Bulk of Stone and Earth with the fame Fuci- 
lity and force, as they doupon the | opof che 
Hill, where there’s nothiny duc che free and 
liquid Air to binder their de/cenr.  Lattly che 
Refiection of the Sun carrying up thofe rarer 
Particles is far more Vigorous in Sunmer than 
Winter, and Day than Night; but there’s no 
difcernably lefler Gravitation in chofe latter 
Seafons than the former..— VV hich Arguments 
we think do abfolutely fav iidate that Hyp 
thefis, to which we canadd, another of our 
own. The Sun was not made till che third day 
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of the Creation, but the Light, the Expanfe, 
(and fo the 4ir,) the Earth, the Waters, &c. 
were made on the firft and fecond. Now 
where-ever is Earth and Air, to go no fur- 
ther, there mutt be Gravitation and Levitatt- 
on, otherways the Earth, Trees, Xc. wou d 
have all rumbled into the 4ir, and return’d to 
Chaos. We mutt therefore find fome new 
Hypothefis to folve thefe difficulties—and we'll 
freely give him our owz in return for his. We 
fuppofe, nay think we can prove, a Center of 
oravity in the Earth, that is,a Point to which 
all other Bodies trend. but the Queftion is bow. 
We anfwer, the Earth is in the Nature of a 
sreat Animal, and has fomething equivalent 
to breathing out and drawing in the Air: Or, 
to {peak with the new Philofophers, the one 
great AZagnet, and has a Magnetical Quality 
in every part of it, and much ftrongerin the 
whole. Now inall Eleétrical and “agzetica!l 
Bodies, there muft fome articles go our, and 
forne be ftill returning in the Current, where- 
of fuch things are drawn along, asit lights on, 
whofe Pores are proportion’d for thofe little 
Bodies which feize upon ’em. Now Light 
things make not equal refistance, or rather don’t 
Tally {o wel] with the returning bamated Par- 
ticles of the Earth, as thofe that are heavy.— 
For Example, a Feather, as a Stone, or Jron, 
whence thofe seavy Bodies are fooner drag’d 
to the Earth, whereas the Magnetical particle 
can’t take fuch faf and fure hold of thofe Bo- 
dies we call Light; belides the heavy crou- 
ding fafteft under, thruft’em by. If nothing 
elfe, yet fo much 4ir getting under*em as 
the Pillar of Air is altogether more folid, and 
ftronger than the fingle weight of the Sram or 
Feather, efpecially if mov’d with a Breath of 
Wind, accordingly the lighter Substance mutt 
neceflarily foaton the Surface of the 4ir, e- 
ven when {mooth and undifturbed, tho’ eafier 
when there’s more 4ir beneath, as Wood in the 
Water, nay when agitated with Wind it takes 
up heavy Subftances, more of it’s Particles 
being then crouded together, as in an Air Gun, 
which we know throwsa Bullet feveral yards, 
as a {wift current of Water will for a thort 
time, /u/fain even Stones and Jron,and hurry 
‘em along with ic. 

Queft. 1. Whether Men fhall be tormented 
with Fire and Brimftone, or avy Torment af- 
ter this Life 2 

An}. We receiv’d this among feveral o- 
ther Queftions fometime fince, from the fame 
hand. The reft will be anfwer'd either in 
the next twelve Numbers, or our promis’d 
Appendix, but this being of more concern, and 
having been hinted at, in our difcourfe againft 
Gods ordaining or neceffitating Sin, Vol. 2. N. 
-—— we think it moft proper to vep/y to it in a 
fingle Mercury. Only we muft here ask the 
Querifts leave to give him our owz Thoughts, 
before we produce bis, and to let the anti- 
dote go before the Poijon. Accordingly we 
anfwer inthe Affirmative, Ww hich mutt be trae, 
if God himlelf is. “ That Wicked Men {ha!! 
“ futher Torment after this Life, that this Tor- 
‘© ment is expre/s'd in the Scriptures by that of 
Fire and Brimftone. Nay, that the Serip- 
rares unan{werably affirm thole Zormenes thall 
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be Frernal, and chat therefore they muft be 
fo if the Scriprures themfelves aretrue. 

Our Arguments for it fhall be taken from 
Scripture, and from Reafon —Thofe from Rea- 
fon are as follow — 1. Sin defervesit. 2. Man 
chufes it. 3. There's a Neceffity for it. 4. Pro- 
vidence requires it. §. All Nations acknow- 
ledce it. Thole from Scripture will come in, 
intheir proper Places. : ae 

1. Sin deferves it, and that in its own Na- 
ture. This all Proteftauts hold of every Sin, 
who allow none to be in themfelves Venial, 
and unlefs this be prov’d, we in vain attempre 
to falve Gods Jaftices nor is any way fo effe- 
étual to evince it, as by the confidering Sin as 
objectively infinite — again{t an Jnfinite God, or 
why elfe fhou’d it deferve infinite Punifliment ? 
This is confirm’d — becaufe Man’s Option or 
Choice of this infinite Punifhment, the known 
unavoidable confequence of Sin, tho’ it might 
be fufficient to render Man inexcufable, does 
not, we think, clear the Fu/tice of God in in- 
fuéting it, unlefs the Siz it felf really deferu’d 
it, any more than the Re/olution or Will of fin- 
ning infinitely, for tho’ {uppofing Six in it felf 
deferves infinite Punifhment, both the Option of 
AMSan, and Contumacy of the Will are itrong 
Arguments both to Silence Man, and to vine 
dicate the Fuffice of Gods yet itieems not 
Confonant unto it, to inflict Punifhment atually 
infinite for Sin that'is not aétual, orif fo, for 
no other Keafon than becaufe it deferves it. 
Befides Men ‘are punifh’d after this / ife, for 
Sins they have committed, rather than for thofe 
they would, ac leaft thofe they might have 
committed — or if thofe they woux'd, fuch as 
they immediately wil’'d, not fuch as are will’d at 
a diftance in caufes far remore, they having ac- 
tual Sins more than enough toan{wer for. The 
Objeéion here urg’d is, “ That this makes af 
“ Sinsequal. In anfwer, they may be all {aid 
to be equal, as to that infinite Objet againft 
whom they are ultimately committed, and fo 
are punifhed with infinite Pains, which are e- 
gual in their Daration — But they are unequal 
as to Degree, one Sin admitting more or lef 
agoravationsthananother, or being in its own 
Nature more hainous; and accordingly there 
are unequal Degrees of Pain appointed for’em 
— as our Saviour himfelf tells us, who fays, 
Mat.10.15. It fhall be more tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah than for Chorazin and Berh* 
{aida in the Day of Fudgment. 

It’s again urg’d —-Jnfinite, Eternal Punifh- 
ments are unproportionate to’ Finite Temporary 
Ads, It’s anfwerd, as before, the Object 
inhances the guilt of the A# Ies a higher 
Crime to attempt a Princes Murder than ano- 
ther, and in our own Laws the Pxnifhment lafts 
longer than the Crime, which may be commit- 
ted in a Avoment. 

2. After this, Option comes in. A4anchu- 
fesit. If Sin deferves Infinite Punifhment, and 
yet God has found a way for Manto efcape it, 
and he yet chufes Sin, when he knows what’s 
the “na votdable confequence thereof, then Gods 
Equity 1s tuthciently vindicated in the inflitting 
if, nay AZan may more properly be {aid to ix- 
fit it upon bimfelf than God. His deftra- 
étion is Of bimfelf, and he as much Damns him- 
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felf when he /eaps into Hel, as drowns himfelf 
when he /eaps into the Water. — ; 

3: There’s a LWeceffity for it — by which 
we mean Eternal Punifhments are the neceffary 
confequences of Sin — Neceffary both from the 
Nature of the Soul and the Nature of Sin. 
From the @ature of the Soul —’tis immor- 
tal, and mutt exist after Death: It can’t in 
Soy, becaufe habited to Vice and Hatred of 
God — It must then in Mifery. Pain of Lofs, 
is it felf a real Mifery, ( as lofs of paina real 
happinefs 5) Itcaufes Defpair, and that alone is 
a great part of Hel. From the #ature of 
Sin, che longer tis continu’d in, the more it 
hardens, and will ftill do fo, as habits ftill 
grow ftronger, unlefs check by fome contrary 
Principle or Habit. This, i» thisWorld Gods 
Grace performs, in thofe who don’t too long 
wilfully refist 3 There it will wor, for the ftare 
of Probation is over, ( unlefS we allow a Par- 
gatory) and the msferable Damned Souls are 
under the Government of his Wrath, and not 
his Mercy: They have noGrace, no Media- 
tor, therefore they mutt actually Sin eternally, 
and could they ceafe finning, coud yet have 
no attovement for thofe Sims they formerly 
committed; and this is mucb more than a Wil 
or Refolution of Sinning, and for this their 
Pains mutt be aétually eternal. 

4. Providence requires it. This is plain as 
far as Panifhment after Death. For how elfe 
can God be a just Fadge ? how does he egually 
difpenfe Punifhments and Rewards, both which 
are required from the Governour of the World ? 
This is not always, nay not oftex done in this 
World, at leaft not clearly and evidently A 
guilty Confcience does not do it, for generally 
the more Wicked a Man is,the more ’tis caute- 
rizd and harden’d —at which rate the more 
a man deferv'd Hell, the lefsof ithe’d faffer ; 
where then is he punifh'd? if not here it muft be 
hereafter, and if hereafter to Eternity for the 
Reafons before mention’d, and as will appear 
more plainly when we come to confider the 
general Objections. However we fhall add 
fomething on this Head. It muftbe either to 
Eternity, or elfe for a fort, or along time, and 
then to Heaven or Earth, or Annihilation. But 
none of the latter, therefore the former. Not 
for a fhort time, becaufe it equals not their Sin, 
which might then have as well been pumifh’d, 
in this Life — befides, all grant the Expre/f- 
ons in Scripture mult denote a long-time, if not 
Eternity — Diuturnitas,if not e#ternitas. Nor 
for a long-time only, fuppofe M4idions of Years, 
and then to ceafe, becaufe the Scripture won't 
admit it, as will anon appear; and becaufe 
this wou d be xnproportion’d to Finite, Tempo- 
vary, Tranfient Aés of Sin, as well as what's 
Eternal and Infinite. Not to remove thence to 
Heaven, where no unclean thing can enter, for 
the former Reafons. Not to Earth, becaufe 
the Worla’s deftroyd, or at leaft not fit for 
them : Not to zorhing, becaufe the Subftance 
of the Soul’s indiffoluible — nor canany Ace- 
dent destroy Substance, tho it may alter it; 
nor can we {uppofe it by any pofitive sé of 
God, who is the Fountain of Being — there’s 
then only remaining a Sufpension of his Influence 
to make this Annihilation fo much as poffible ; 
but how little Reafon there is to expect fo 


much as this, nay how much certainty there js 
from the infallible Teftimony of Heaven thae 
the damned fhall never obtain this laft fad re. 
medy, We fhall clear when we come to pro- 
duce the 4rguments from Scripture which cone 
firm our Opinion, 

5. Al Nations acknowledge it. We don'r 


fay, all Men in ak Nations, nor all 
Men. Weneed not Stretch itto al Men, tho’ 
the Argument from Con/cience is not eafily an- 
{wer'd; nor to al Seéts of Men, Lome of which 
have at leaft pretended to deny or doubt of ir. 


We affirm it, therefore, of the whole Bulk of 


the civilix’d World, nay we may take in even 
most of the Barbarians, tho’ it as been lone 
fince obferv’d,the better men have been.either 
in Communities or fingle Jnftanc:s, che more f rm- 
ly they have {till beliew’d it. °?Tis further ob- 
fervable, that hardly ever 2ny were known 
who granted Rewards after this Life, but ac- 
knowledge Punifhments allo, one being as egvad 
as tother, nay one being hardly egual/ » zthone 
the other: And thofe Punthmems Eternal 
which they exprefs'd by the Zerents ot Tan. 
talus, Titins, the Belides, 8c. And if ’tis igid 
thefe were Fables, they had however fome 
Moral in them, and if any atall, ic mutt re- 
lateto this Etermry. But wehan’t rime nor 
room here to protecute this <irgument, drawn 
from confent of Nations, to particular Jyftan- 
ces, which has been dargely and tufticiently 
done by Numenius, and many other more 4- 
dern Writers — who make it #2 .x/werably ap- 
pear, that this Principle has: obtain’d in Aati- 
oms at the greatelt diftarnce, who were ne’re 
known tohave had Communication with each 
other, Barbarous as well as Civil, without Laws 
as well as with ‘em, nay before any Laws or 
Law-givers, befides the Law of Warure and 
Godwho writ it on the Hearts of al] Men too 
deeply to be ever totally effac’d again — which 
takes off moft of the Objections againft it, as 
they'll all fad to the Ground, if we fairly con- 
fider that cou’d any Jnftances Le produced to 
the contrary out of any Authentich Hiftory, as 
we hardly believe there can, they might yet 
be as eafily accounted; for as the profefd A- 
theifm or fom: firgle Perfons in cur own Natioz, 
norwithftanding which we furelv may with 
fufficient Propriety of {peech affirm, chat the 
Englifls believe 2 God, {ince there are and will 
be Monte: sin A/c ality 25 wellasin A ature,tho’ 
the Matter lets defurm dofthe two, andtho the 
one can no more invalidate wzver/al Aut hori- 
ty, than the other Di/grace or Denominate al} 
Humanity, a tis much for the Arguments 
from Reafon, tor the Ezernity of Puntfhments. 
The fecond Head of Arguments arifes from 
Scripture, whence this 7rarh is yer much more 
clear chan trois our Own for: fighted Rexjon. 
For the Old Fejrament. © herher this be picin- 
ly there defcribed ir no, it’s hovalid Excepsi- 
on, nor fo much a: any contiderable prejudice 
againft it, fince it's unaniwerably clear in che 
New, Life and Jmmorrality both of Good and 
Bad, being brought to dight in the Go/pel, 
which were betcre more clowded urder 7; bes 
and Figures, anc Promifes of Temporal Felicizy. 
However we ll not grant che Saadvece fo mu: | 


as this is, who is like to fight for every Inc! 4° 


<7 


ground before he {hall hayeit; nor will we i- 


ff 


Setis Of 


ee tren Deas eee mai 


ate: 


VOL. VI. 


fift only ona Parallel Argument, that if under 
Canaan was Promisd Heaven, as. the Apoftle 
tells us, and few deny, nay our Church ( Ar- 
tic. 7.) as good as Anathematizes thofe who 
do it; then on the contrary, under temporal 
Deféruétion and Punifbment, coming fhort of that 
Land, falling in the Wildermefs,. 8ec. was alfo 
included Helland Erernal Deftruliion and A4- 
fery — and thus the fame Apoftle feems to 
argue —<* Neither marmur ye, as fome ot 
“them alfo murmurd, and were deffroy’d of 
“the Defroyer — But befides this, we can 
roduce pofitive Texts for future Retribution 
both of the Fut and the Unjx/t. Thus, to 
inftance ina few, Ifa. 32-9,10, 11, &e. “The 
“© Earth mourneth and danguifbeth — Now will 
“ T rife,faich the Lord — The People thall be 
“© as the burning Of Lime, as Thorns cut up fhall 
“they be burnt in the Fire — The Sinners in 
“ Zion are afraid, fearfulnefs hath furpriz‘d 
“the Hypocrites — Who amongf{t us {hall 
“ dwell with devouring fire? who thal! dwell 
“ with everlaffing Burnings é Nor can any e- 
{cape the force of thefe Expreffions, efpecial- 
ly the Jaf, by pretending the Anfwer in the 
next Verfe, mentions the 7ujt M4an— and 
therefore he, not the Wicked,is here intended. 
— This we fay wont hold, for thefe Rea- 
fons — Becaufe none can be ju/t before God, 
or able to contend with him. Becaufe this is 
only an Jarerrogation without an An/wer, com- 
mon enough with the Hebrews and all other 
Nations, being eguivalent to a {trong Negati- 
on — Who can dwell? that as none can dwell, 
becaufe thefe pains are intolerable. Becaufe 
the Prophet had been {peaking of the “icked 
juit before, and becaufe he clearly and diftinét- 
ly difcourfes of the Righteous in the following 
Verfes, and of their deliverance in the day of 
Vengeance and Perditioz of the ungodly. 

A fecond from the Old Teftament is that 
in Dan. 12.2. Many of them ( or the ulti. 
cudeofthem, The many, as we our felves fay ) 
that fleep in the daft of the Earth {hall awake, 
{ome to Everlafting Life, and fome to (hame 
and Everlafting Contempt. That this relates 
to the left Fudgment appears from the Words 
themfelves, asplaizx and evident as the Nature 
of the thing will bear, and from the Context 
which mentions the Righteous being written in 
the Book —of Life. Their fhining as the 
Sun in the Firmament, nay as the Stars for ever 
and ever. And laftly by the Sudgmenr of the 
Fewifh Church. who as Learned Men tell us, 
did from this place, chiefly deduce their Fasth 
of the Refurreétion. And that they did be- 
lieve it, before our Saviour came borh of the 
Fuft and Unjuft, we find in thofe writings of 
their Wi/emen, which we call Apocrypha, 
whence tho’ we own ’em not of Divine 4u- 
thority, we may prove this matter of Fatt, as 
we!! as from any other Hiftory, Eccl. 7.17. 
“<The Vengeance of the Ungodly is Fire and 
“ lors — Which feems plainly the fame 
De/cription of Hell — which our Saviour gives 
— * Where the “rm diethnot, and the Fire 
“is not guexched. Again Eccl, 21. 9, 10. 
“ The End of the Wicked is a Flame of Fire to 
** defroy them. The wzy of Sinners is made 
“ plain with Stones, but the End thereof is the 
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* Pit of Aiell —~ anfwérable to that of our Sz. 
“ viour — Broad: isthe way ithat Jeadech* to 
“ Deftruttion, 2.Efd. 9. Gc. “They tac caft 
“away my Ways thal] dwellin® Tormenrs,; > 
“ They that loathed my Law)candiwhen 2yee 
“* Place of Repentance was open uaderfiood riot; 
“ bue. de/pi/ed it, thefame mut knowdt after 
“Death by Pains: Wild. 3. pil ef “Hf they 
“ dye guickly vheydvave no hope Comfort 
‘in the day of Death e= for horrible is the Ena 
** of che Unrighreous, '2 Mac. 6. 26. Says” old 

Eleazar, “ For tho’ for the preféne rime I thou'd 
‘be deliver’d fiom the Puniflimen of Aden, 
“yer {hou’d I not efcape the Hand of the wt 
“* mighty neither alive nor Deadsand.in the next 
Chap. the laft of the feven Brerhremtells Ami 
ochus, “Our Brethren,who now have fuffered 
“ a fhort pain, are dead under Gods Covenane of 
* Everlafting Life.but thou thro’ the Fudgment 
“* of God thalt receive Fuft eae 
“* Pride. Now it’s plain hecou'd not have ji 
Punifhment in this World, becaufe not equa co 
his Deferrs,and the torments he made *em fa 
it mult then be in aorher, andiin fomething 
—_ to that Everlafting Life they-expe- 

ted. 
But to come to a more fare word iof Prophe- 
fre than this, and more clear thanthe Old Te- 

{tament ( if any ching can be clearer than that 
in Daniel) we thall.begin with the Teftimo- 
ny of St. Fobn inthe New, So Mat.-3. 10, 12. 
where we find threaten’d Fire, and wnguench- 
able Fire, and if unquenchable it :mutt latt for 


ever. And under the name of Fire) are the’ 


Punifhments of Wicked men after this Life ex- 


prefs ¢ in at leaft Tmenty feveral places of the. 


New Teftament; and in three it’s call’d Hell 
fire, and at leaft Ten times with the addition 
Of Unguenchable, Everlafting, » Eternal, or 
fomerhing eguivalent... The firft place where 
we find Hell Fire mention’d is, Mat. 5:22: 
“Whofoever thal! fay, Thou Fool thall be in 


a danger ot Heh. fire — or rather fhall defervé: 


Hell-fire —~ ( which confirms our‘firft Argu- 


ment from Reafon:) Tis, #0268 teu G15 Tiv yreva. 


vay 78 aveds. Our wiay of burning alive Was not 


then in ufe among: the ews, as Learned Crix 


ticks tell us, but our Saviour here, ’tis grant- 
ed, alludes torhe terrible burnings in the Val- 
ley. of Hinnom, whence the Name Gehenna is 


deriv’d}> and by which the. Fems exprefs’c the’ 


Place of Torment.afcer this Life, that being the 


mholt.dreadful Name, they céu’d put upon it; : 
all Nations ufing the fame way, as the! Romans‘ 


in their Avernus, the Gracians in their Styx, 


( which -tho’ generally efteem’d a Wel in: 
Arcadia, Servius tells us, is a bottomlefs Lake 
between Egypt and ethiopia) and Tartaras, ° 


commonly ufed by both; nay even.the Holy 
Spirit himfelf ules a Word of the fame. Nora- 
tion toexprels the Punifhment of che fallen An- 
pels, 2 Pet 3.4. mermqwous. And it’ sremarka- 


le, that almoft all WWations have exprelsd che . 


Tor ments of Fle ranch in the fame manner ; 
by Fire and Brim{tone, and Darknefs; and a 
Bottomle/s Pit, and, as has been faid before, 
tho’ forme of thefe are Metapborical, yet that’s 
{mall Comfort, fince the \Figure maf needs 


come fhort of the Life. And in this - 


. 


for Place or State of Erernal and interminable 
. - Terments 
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Torments after this Life, the ‘fews ufed the 
Word Gebenna, (as Paradice, &c. for the 
Place of the Alappy. Thus we find ir in the 
Ferufalém Targum, on the third of Gene/is 


Chaldean Para » Ifa.26. 15. and feveral 
other Books and P)aces: And in this it feems 
our-Saviour follow’d em, tho’ revealing much 
more clearly what they before, but darkly and 
doubsfiily believ’d concerning them; and it’s 
plain, he takes this Heil and the Fire of Hell 
Eternal Torments, by comparing this with 
feveral other places. The firit is in the fame 
St.Adar.5.29,30. — “To have thy whole Body 
“ caf into Hell, the fame Expreffion in the 
Greek with that in the 22. @"S#va: being there 
to be added, as that great Critick Pertrus ob- 
ferves: Now this Hed, is explain’d in ano- 
ther place, AZar.18. 8. By Everlafting Fire, 
“‘ Having two Hands or two Feet, to be cait 
“into Everlafting Fire. The Proof is then 
» wapinll if by being caf into Hel, and into 
ire of Hel, our Saviour means Everia- 

fing Fire, then ’tis to’ be fo taken in this 
place, and wherever elfe he mentions Hei, 
—- But that it is fo, he himfelf tellsus. Now 
that this is more than the Death of the Body, 
and that by Defruétion is not meant Axnihi- 
lation,will be evince d from St. 44at.1 0.28.com- 
par’d with St Zwk.12.5. InSt. “atthew, “ Fear 
‘not them which Ks# the Body, but are not 
“¢ eble to Kill the Soul, but rather fear him 
“which is .able to destroy both Soul and Body 
“in Mel. In St. Luke, “ Fear him which 
“after he hath kif’d hath Power to caf into 
“ Fel, Were it only burning the Body, as 
thofe in the Valley of Hinnom, Men coud do 
asmuch, but ’tis fomething that 4%en can't 
do,:’tis after they are kid’d, it relates to the 
Soul, nay to bask Soul and Body, which he 
hath Power to caft into Hed, which therefore 
muft be more than a Metaphor ; or elfe Gods 
Pewer woud be no more than Mans — Nor 
is this deffroying in Hell, or cafting into Hell, 
the fame with znihilation ~~ Becaufe the 
Word ¢mave — Deftruttion, or Deftroying, is 
ufed of the good; whom none but open Atheifts 
will pretend are annihilated. Thus Mat. to. 
. Twice together — “ He that will fave 
‘his Life fhall lofe it, Ge. <maiww. Nay, of 
our Saviour himfelf, Adat.27. 20. The Pha 
rifees moved the fews, “That they fhou'd «sk 
“ Barabbasand deftroy Fefus — ¢=rGown Wor 
does this only denote Gods Power, but - his 
Wil, and actual Incentions towards wicked 
Men, as we learn from the Parable of Dives 
and Luzarus, the whole Scope of which, if 
"tis any thing atall, is to fhew Gods Eguiry in 
future Retribution. “ Now he is Comforted, 
“ and thou art Tormented. . So in that Parable, 
St.Méat.13..30. “ Gatherye together the Zares, 
“and bind them in bundles to burn them. Nor 
is’c Enough to fay thefe is all Parable, becaule 
our Saviour explains it privately to his Di/ci- 
ples, y. 40. and 42. “* As therefore the 7 ares 


“are pcan San and burnt in the Fire, fo | 
«e¢ 


it be:inthe End of the World. The 
“ Som'of' Aan thall fend his Angels, and they 
‘ fhall gather out of his Kingdom all things 
““ which offend, and them which do Jwiguity, 
“ and thal] cafe chem into a Furnace of Fire, 


—and v.49. To the fame purpofe, and almoft 
in the fame Words — And thus by a double 
pape here given us by our Saviour him- 
felf, we are taught how to explain other Pa- 
rables of the fame Nature ~ Particularly thac 
illuftrious Defeription of the General fudgment, 
St.Mat. 25. 41.-—— If indeed,that be not rather 
a Prophefie than a Parable, there being nothing 
more of myfferyin’t than the eafie AZetaphor 
of Sheepand Goats for Good and Bud Men. 
And of the Wicked, ’tis that our Saviour fays 
v. 41. “* Depart from me ye curfed into Ever- 
“ lasting Fire, Wehave no Reafon to doubr 
its being a real Fire, fince he fo often caus it 
fo who fav’d us from ic — but that it won's 
be the fame with oar Culinary Fire may eafily 
be granted, tho’ they’l] get nothing by’r, for 
‘tis infinitely more exguifite, tis fuch as wil] 
Torment even a Spirit — ‘tis “ Prepard for the 

Devil and his Angels, Yetasit to obviate 
all furure Objections. the Word is chany’d 
for one larger and fuller, v.46 where ’tis 

into Everlafting Punifhment — Thefe thall go 
away — The Sentence mutt be executed as wel] 
as pronounc'd on thofe miferable Souls, and they 
mutt wafte unnumbred Years ina fruitle/s Fx. 
piation, unlels Zruth it felf can deceive, or E- 
verlafting be at an End. And thofe are ari- 
ven to a miferable fhife who to avoid the un- 
an{werable force of thefe, and fuch like Ex. 
preffions, are forc’d to explain /nfinite by w hat’s 
Finite, Everlafting by not Everlasting, and E- 
ternal, by what will never exist, or will ac 
lost have an End.— We inten’ed to have 
proceeded with other Texts as ful] as plain as 
thefe already examin’d, and to have explain’d 
the meaning and ufe of thefe Words, 21: — 
adIOwes, Mialyen, @isdyies, deveos, Ce, For ez er, for 
ever, and ever, Everlasting, Eternal, 8c. as 
well as to have confider’d the Objections our 
Querift brings againit this Doctrine, and what 
elfe we have promis’d in the Body ofthis Dif- 
courfe — But tho’ we have laid our rhoxghts 
as clofe as poflible, yet we han't room in 
this narrow Paper, and therefore think to 
remit the remaining matter, to another Aéer- 
cury. 

Queft. 2. Whether it be probable that this 
Terraqueous Globe, bas chang'd the Scituati- 
on of it’s Poles, becaufe of the appearing Contu- 
fion and Diforder of rhe Places avd Motions 
of the Celeftial Bodies? 

Anf. We fuppofe the Gentleman aims 
chiefly at the change of the Signs-places in the 
Zodiack, which if our modern Aftronomers 
are not miftaken, have of late Years trod up- 
on each others eels, or {houlder’d each other 
ont of their old Starions: But we muf{t contefs 
we rather fulpect the Ancients than believe 
any fuch alteration. Their Instruments were 
not as good as ours, nor cou'd their O /ervati- 
ons be fo exalt, aS We are {ure their Kxor- 
ledge in thole matters, came very {hort of our 
Modern AStronomers. Weare therefore apt 
to believe, till we can be better fatistied in 
the exaéinefs of the old Asfronomrs juit as 
much of the Signs changing Places as of the 
Paradifiacal Form of the Earth, and the 4/re- 
ration of it, fo much talk’t of by a late inge- 
nious Writer. 
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